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Mr President

Excellencies,

Representatives from member states a-nd_o'bserx-rers,
| Ladies and gentlemen,
_ [_Good.mor'n’irig]. |

I would like to begin by extending warm greetings from the Government and
people of the Republic of Seychelles to the international community represented
" here by all of you. We welcome this opportunity to return to the .ausp_i(':ious'
premises of the Human Rights Council to particip’ate in the second cycle of the
Universal Periodic Review (UPR), and to engage in a constructive dialogue with




" our fellow States in VleW of furthermg the protectron and promot1on of human N

o rlghts in our Small Island N atron

Y

Seychelles steadfastly supports the U:mversal Perlodlc Revrew Mechamsm -
- which, in recogmzmg ‘the diverse human rlghts 51tuat10ns in the world,

demonstrates that tailor made responses catermg to specmc soc1o—econom1c and

: polltrcal circumstances work more effectrvely than a “one size fits all’ approach .

" The UPR mechanlsm prov1des an mvaluable platform for courltrres to ‘exchange

" best practlces, share 1deas and collaborate, all towards the full reallzatron of ~

L human rrghts for all persons o

B

Seychelles delegatlon today also comprlses of the Permanent Representatrve of
‘the Republic of/ Seychelles to the UN Offrce and other Internatmnal
) Orgaruzatlons in. Geneva, as well as senior ofﬁcers drawn from the Mmlstry of
Social Affairs, Communlty Development and Sports, the Ministry of Forelgn'
Affa1rs and Transport and the Chambers of the Attomey General., ‘

» Mr Pre51dent

Seychelles is a small 1sland nation W1th a populatron of around 90 000 people .

; Due to our small size, Seychelles faces s1gn1f1cant resource constramts, but our
size is also our advantage, as it allows us to have a unlque perspectlve on the
world surroundmg us.

| 'Seychelles is a. young Repubhc and a mulu-party democracy, bullt upon the
) foundatrons of a strong culture of respect for human rlghts, social ]ustlce,'
: equahty and non discrimination. In our context guaranteemg human rlghts for -
' _','all is not a concept of radical change, but rather a part of everyday lrfe, and
' present mthe smallest of actlons B I

: Thrs is perhaps best reﬂected in Seychelles Constrtutlon Whlch contmues to be "

. ‘the country s supreme legal authorlty and prlmary ob]ect of 1mplementat10n,‘ o
o with Chapter Three entrtled ’Seychellms Charter of Fundamental Human nghts s

- and Freedoms’ prov1dmg for the protection and promotron of human rrghts of all -
_‘ persons w1thm the terr1tory of Seychelles Chapter Three s prov1srons reflect the
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: .aspirations of the Universal Declaration on Human Rigl{ts, as well as the eight
core UN human rights treaties that Seychelles is a party to. I must make a specific
reference to Article 27 of our Constitution, which provides for the equall
protection of the law for all persons — all persons, regardless of ahy differentiating
grounds, including gender, race, nationality, age, skin colour, sexual orientation

“or political beliefs.

Mr President,

As outlined in our National Report, Seychelles remains determined to improve
“and further human ' rights protection and p':ro‘m'oti;on frameworks. and
mechanisms, Since our last appeerance before the Working Group in 2011,
| significant’ strides have been made, some of which I will highlight: |

Children remain'one of the highest pr10r1t1es of my country, ‘being the
foundation of our future. Seychelles is committed to ensurmg that the rlghts of -
the child are fully respected promoted and protected '

Chﬂdren have a spec1lal place in our commumty, ‘because of their inherent
* vulnerability and their special need for protection. Every child needs a safe,
conducive and hourishjng environment, in order to have the oppottunity to learn
and reach their full potentials. .' o

In February 2015, my Government set up a dedicated Police Child Protection
* Team, which specializes in child protection cases and responds to instances of
neglecl and child abuse, allowing such cases to be processed by law enforcement |
in an efficient manner. - | |

Numerous sensitization programmes contmue to be held on preventing and
combatting child abuse through the media, as well as in smaller sessions at

community and school levels. A Juvenile Detention Center is also currently
under development |

I am also pleased to note that Seychelles ratified the Optlonal Protocol to the
Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) on the Sale of Chﬂdren, Ch11d




J‘_.PI‘OStI’EuthH and Chlld Pornography, and also 31gned the Th1rd Optronal Protocol
to the CRC ona Communlcattons Procedure L : IR

: Mr Pre51dent

One of. the most 1mportant sectors to my Government is the Educatmn Sector as"

‘we are’ determmed to’ ensure that our chlldren and youth recelve the best..'.--"

- possible start in life, and to prov1de them with the skills requlred to reach thelr_
hlghest potentials and contrlbute to the development of our country and the -
advanced march of human1ty ' o B '

' ,Seychelles contlnues to prov1de free prnnary and secondary education to all
 childreh. As of this - year, compulsory education, for . ch]ldren - which. was
. -prevrously ten years ~has now been mcreased to eleven years, W1th the addltron X

~ofa secondary school year. N

| Cognlzant that the quality” of educatlon must be at the hlghest standard my"j
| Government s ’Educatlon Medlum Term Strategy 2013 17 and beyond' seeks to
_ 'ensure that necessary mvestments are made in_the. sector, focusmg on
overcomlng ex1st1ng chaIlenges, and in view. of prov1d1ng ch11dren W1th the |
E .‘ ‘ rknowledge and skllls to become t'ully productlve c1t1zens ’ :

Mr Pres1dent

leeW1se, the 1ssue of gender equallty and empowerment cannot be

o overempha51zed and itis one that my Government treats w1th great serlousness

Twenty years ago, leaders from all over the world came together in Be1]1ng and_,_ i

o made comrrutments to further the rlghts of women Slgn1f1cant progress has- been”

= made since then, but the ultlmate goal “equality of rlghts and opportunities for‘ N
'men and women — remalns some dlstance away, but most certamly Wlthln our -
reach | ' ' | '

We also remain fully commltted to f1ght1ng v1olence agamst Women through
preventlon, protectron and prosecut1on o . > : _



In this view, the ‘National Action Plan for Gender Based Violence (GBVY 2011-15
focused on a review and harmonization of existing laws on GBV, sensitization of
front line enforcement officials, public education campaigns, and the
malnstreammg of gender perspectives into national development plans. A ‘GBV
Working Together Manual’ is also being developed to allow for various agencies
addressing the issue to do so cohesively and effectively in favour of victims. My
Government is also in the process of developing specific legislation on domestic’
_ v1olence, towards which wide consultation is takmg place.

_Seyche]les is proud to note its high number of women in decision makmg and
influential positions, and this is perhaps most reflective in the current
co'rnposition of our National Assembly, 43.8% of which is made up of worren - a
goal which has been achieved without a gender quota system. Also noteworthy
is Seychelles recent appointments of its first female ]udge on the Supremie Court :
and the first female Chief ]ustlce

- Mr Pres_lden_t, | o 3 A

Seychelles has refused to remain blind,mute and deaf to the atrocious crime of _
trafficking in persons; The Prohibition of Trafficking in Persons Act was enacted
in April 2014, fornializing legislative and administrative measures to effectively
: combat this heinous crime. A Natlona] Coordination ‘Committee on Trafficking |
in Persons, composed of senior officials in relevant governmental departments as
well as civil society. organizations was established under this legislation, in
recognition of the cooperative and multi-sectoral approach that is required to
identify and investigate crimes of trafficking, whilst providing protection to
- victims and vulnerable groups. Seychelles remains determined not to allow th1s
crime to fester within its borders, and looks forward to cooperating with its
- partners to ensnre that this _'modern form of elavery is eradicated within our
times.




Mr President

As you may know, Seychelles underwent free fa1r and peaceful Presrdentral
Electlons last month, whereby the mcumbent Pre51dent Mr ]ames Alix M1che1
'Was ré- elected Seychelles underwent two rounds of Votmg for 1ts Presrdentral

R Electlon, as in the first round no political party received more than 50% of votes

* cast as requrred by our Conshtutlon The Elecuons were observed by local
r8g10na1 and mternatlonal orgamzatrons ' ‘ Ty . :

The Electrons followed a perlod of. 51gruf1cant electoral reforms in Seychelles

,Shortly fo]lowmg Seychelles first UPR cycle, our Office- of the Electoral
_ Commlss1oner was replaced by a fully-fledged Electoral Commlssron comprrsmg
,of five members This was shortly followed by an Electoral Reform Forum, wlruch

: 1dent1f1ed necessary changes requrred to enhance the pnncrples of democracy m .

g Seychelles electoral system, Thrs has led to amendments to our Electrons Act and

. Political Part1es Act which took efféct in 2015 coverrng issues such as Voter o

reg1strat10n campaigti fmancmg and d1sclosure, campargrung and broadcastmg
polrc1es, nomination procedures and re g1stratron of polrtrcal partles

- .‘_Mr Presrdent

L

B One of the srgns of a true democracy is of course havmg the partrcrpatron of an |
”act1ve and Vlgllant media. n order to encourage the d1vers1f1catron of med1a in .
Seychelles and further enable the rlght of freedom of expressmn hcense fees to
operate - media establlshments have been’ s1gn1f1cant1y reduced through

| leglslauve amendments For radio broadcastlng, the fees are now one-erghth of

~the prevrous cost, for televrslon broadcastrng, the fee IS now about one quarter of

_the prevrous requlrements, and newspapers are now charged the same fee for a

" license for flV@ years, as they were prevrously bemg charged for one year.
Seychelles has seen a srgmfrcant mcrease in the number of newspaper outlets in
Seychelles, a-new radlo statron has opened and a new Internet Protocol TV i is ln
- "operatron .



I am also prodd to note that Seychelles is starting to work on legislation on
access to information, a right that is already provided for in our Constimﬁon.
We are well aware that freedom of information is an underpinning - of
democracy, and a key Compon'ent of a tranéparent and accountable government.
A National Stakeholder session was held in May 2015 to discuss the 1eg1slat10n,
and a widely consultative approach is expected in moving forward with its
development. Model laws and best practices from other States are also bemg. ‘
- actively studied.

Mr President,

“The drug 'pi'oblem is a Cor_istantly changing pheﬁome_non, one that my
‘Government is ‘bat'tlin'g on many fronts. Drug addiction affects all demographics
—rich, poor, young and old

Seychelles launched its third ‘National Drug Control Master P]an in 2014 which
was developed in recognition ‘of the need for a coherent and holistic national N
response in order to address the worrymg trends of drug abuse, and other crimes-

that arlse due to substance abuse

Preve‘n’aon is of course always better than a cure, and it is for this purpoée that
- numerous public eampaigns have been carried out, including the ‘Crying Out’
‘campaign, whereby primary-school children designed poéters about the effect of
drugand alcohol abuse, which were used as part of awareness ralsmg
campaugns '

As a country and community, we are unwavering in our go’él to not see more
-families broken and lives destroyed as a result of drugs. It is an ongoing f1ght
and we cannot afford to be comp]acent at any point.

| Mr Pres1dent, /

The HIV/AIDS ‘epidemic remains one of the major pdblio health and
developmental challenges in Seychelles. The need to promote and pursue
policies in the most efficient and best targeted manner in order to effectively




o address thls dlsease is acknowledged In thrs line, Seychelles has put in place a

o N auonal AIDS Councﬂ to lmprove upon the national response to HIV/AIDS The -
L ’Test and Treat’ Pollcy was also putin place in 2014, as part of the global strategy"
o to reach 7010 deaths from HIV and AIDS mfectron by the year 2030

: ‘\ I-Iealth educatron contlnues to- be prov1ded to- chrldren in school and includes

sex educatlon Sens1t1zatron sessrons are organrzed by the M1n1stry of Health for

 young people on various, top1cs, such as contraceptnres, sexually transmltted S

' drseases, together with screenmg opportumtles '

- ;Seychelles is also currently in the process of fmallzmg two documents = namely_
the' ’Natlonal pol1cy on'Sexual- and Reproducnve Health'. and the ’Natlonal
Adolescent Sexual Reproductrve Health Policy’, ‘which aim to respond effectrvely .

1o the various sexual health challenges of the country -

o Mr Presrdent o "_ B :} e

S Seychelles remains commrtted to fostermg non-dlscrlmrnatlon and equahty for

) persons w1th dlsabllltres For mstance our Natlonal Employment Pohcy put in ‘-" .

place in 2014 promotes employment Wrthout drscnmmatron, mcludmg for_
| persons with drsabllrtles Job placement programmes, ensuring that Workplaces -
are accessible, and that persons Wrth dlsabllrtres recelve equal pay for equal work -

N are a feW of the goals under thrs Pohcy

i My Government is' also in the ﬁnal stages of approvmg the ’N atlonal Pohcy and' o
_Strateglc Framework for Dlsablllty . Whlch seeks to empower persons W1th :
h dlsabllrtles to clarm therr rlghts ds c1trzens, and to change stereotypes regard]ng'

7_ We recogmze that persons W1th dlsabllltles cannot be halled snnply as heroes,
" nor as victims. That' d1sabled does not mean unable That therr V”.lCtOI‘IES and
_ challenges are our very own, and it is only by Workmg together on an. equal_
- 'footmg that we can address present shortcommgs, and further the development

.‘Of our natron _' v



 Mr President,

Seychelles is well aware of the important role that an mdependent and effective .
National Human Rights Institution has to play, even in a democratic soc1ety '
such as ours Wthh has great respect for the rule of law. As actors of positive
change, such institutions are well placed to prevent and address potential human
rights violations, and will complement our country s own efforts to improve
- rights of all persons. L o " o

In" this view, my Governmerit is currently in the Pprocess’ of rev1ew1ng the
J "Nahonal Human Rights Commission and the Ombudsman Office of Seychelles,
in order to strengthen both institutions. Seychelles looks forward to having a
National Human nghts Institution which is fully Paris Principles compliant, and
being ‘A’ accredited to the Internatlonal Coordinating Committee of National .
~ Institutions for the Promo’aon and Protectmn of Human nghts

Mr Presuient

As Nelson Mandela famously said, “... no one truly knows a nation until one has
been inside its jails. A nation should not be judged by how it treats its hlghest |
citizens, but its lowest ones”. Seychelles’ penitentiary system has made proud
: 1mprovements 'Mr President, and is a testament for the country s respect for
human rights and dignity.

Refurb1shments have been conducted on our main Prison, which now mcludes a
medical fac1l1ty, dental clinic, physiotherapy room, cou:nselmg and’ therapy
room, auditorium, IT room, classroom, library, recording studio, gynmasmm,
bakery and laundry room. A mother-baby unit has been recently built, allowing
mothers to keep their children with them at the prison until the age of eighteen
months. A unit for Vu_lnerable prisoners - such as those, who are at risk of harm,
persons with disabilities and elderly persons — is also under construction.

The u1t1mate aim of the prison system must be to return prisoners fo society as
people who are less likely to commit cr1me Numerous measures have been put
in place for this, including the ‘Resettlement Day Release Programme’, whereby

) ‘ 9




o prlsoners nearmg the1r release date are allowed to work with screened -

- companies for, remunerahon, whlch prov1des them with }ob experlence and an -
employment reference An Outreach Programme also ex1sts, whereby prlsoners. .

_ are allowed to leave the pnson to do voluntary work in the commun1ty -

- Mr Pres1dent 7 - : —— L *** ;e _

' The Government of Seychelles is a strong supporter of the UN Human Rrghts B
mechanrsms, and remams fully cooperatlve and comm1tted to its processes .

.' Followmg recommendauons rece1ved in our: 2011 review: under the UPR I am o

proud to report that Seychelles 1ssued a standmg 1nv1tatron to the Specral !
Procedures mechanrsm of the - UN in 2012 Since then, Seychelles rece1ved'f'g
. requests from two Spec1a1 Rapporteurs to conduct a country visit, both of wh1ch )

. .'"-_Seychelles Welcomed In 2013, Seychelles hosted the Specral Rapporteur on: the
: '-_Rrght to. Educatron, Mr Krshore Smgh and ‘in 2014 Seychelles welcomes Ms'j

.‘_'_Ngoz1 Ezello, Special Rapportuer on Trafﬁckmg in Persons, espec1a11y women “
‘and’ ‘children. Both rapporteurs = wh1lst notmg the h1gh level of pol1t1cal will in -

- the furthermg of human r1ghts = brought out the areas of concern and challenges ;

that Seychelles should address, many recommendatlons whlch my Government
is m the process of 1mplementmg ' o

[ T . . !

Mr Pre51dent

B -]n order to ensure that Seychelles human rlghts treaty ob11gat1ons, mcludlng 1ts' -

reportmg commltments, are’ 1mplemented effectlvely, the ’Seychelles Treaty e

o Comm1ttee on Human nghts was estabhshed in: 2012 Thrs coordmattve
Commlttee, composed of Governmental and non governmental agenc1es is

_‘ _'pr1mar1ly tasked to a351st m the preparatlon of treaty reports, ensure- the Lo

d1ssemmat1on of treatles and treaty body recommendatlons, as well to promote' '

- -"".'the conformrty of natlonal laws w1th accepted human r1ghts standards

“Tam pleased to note that since our last rev1ew, Seychelles has subm1tted reports

o under the ’Conventlon on the El1m1nat10n of AII Forms of D1scr1mmat10n against |

Women the ’Convenuon on! the Rrghts of Persons w1th Drsabﬂrtles and the” ~ .



‘Convention on the Protection of the rlghts of All Migrant Workers and Members
of their Families’. Reports under other treaty bodies are also being f:tnahzed

-The Committee is also charged Wlth overseeing the development of a five year
National - Action Plan on Human Rights. Wide consultations with diverse
stakeholders were held during the drafting of the Action Plan, and the
-Government of Seychelles is enthusiastic to have a roadmap on human rights
that is specifically 'responsive to Seychelles context, needs and challenges. The .
development of the Plan has taken longer than expected and the Govemment ,
looks forward to its imminent adoption and 1mp1ementat10n

MriPres1dent,

For a Small Island Nation. ‘made up of more t)lue"ocean than brown and green

- earth, it is difficult for us to speak about human rights without maklng reference

to the adverse impacts of climate change on our Very right to, exist.

In havmg the pr1v11ege to address you and all the distinguished delegahons on

this floor, I take the opportunity to present our most frantic call for the world to

pay attention to the issue of the protection of the environment and especially the

" reduction of gas emissions, which is de’stroying the ecosystem of the world. This -

s a matter that must continue being formally and urgently addressed under the
- legal frameworks of the UN and the Human Rights Council.

‘The link between the environment, clim‘ate- change -and human rights is
_irrefutable. Cl1mate change is a borderless issue, affecting the whole world - but
SIDS, as well as c1t1es and communltles settled in low coastal areas, remain.

 particularly vulnerable. We are drowning, Mr President, from the consequences

arising out of a world that is not making climate change the highest pnonty that -

it must be. These are not metaphors, but a reality that the people of my country
face.- My Government will continue in its international campaign to bring

awareness to the plight of climate change on our world and our precious islands.

As we assess and discuss fundamental human rights(in forurrns such as the UPR,
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as fraglle human bemgs we must remember that the on—gomg destructron of our

planet also needs cr1t1cal attentron Nature will not wait for us, she is followmg o

her own. course and’ her degradat:ton w1ll mev1tably lead to the destruction of

human soc1ety as'we know it:

We have been proacttve at the nahonal level creatmg a new governmental‘

o department for ’Clrmate Change and Energy, as well as puttmg in- place -

numerous measures and pro]ects to mltlgate the effects of cln'nate change in |

Seychelles, which include ﬂood mltlgatlon, mcreased dramage, and rechargmg

sandbanks

' 'Inrecognizing ‘our Vast ocean territory and in order to realize the optimal

potentlal of Seychelles oceanic terrltory, Seychelles has been advocatmg the’

concept. of the “Blue. Economy p whlch refers to those econom1c act1v1t1es that

d1rectly or ,1nd1rectly take place in the ocean and coastal areas, use: ‘otitputs from -
‘the ocean, place goods and services mto act1v1t1es, and the contrlbunon of those .

act1V1t1es to economic growth and social, cultural and env1ronmental well -being,. - |

A ‘new ’Blue Economy Department has been estabhshecl under the
Governrnental Structure to 1mplement th1s goal o |

Mr Presrdent

Asa country, we are mcred1bly proud of the s1gruf1cant strldes that Seychelles

- has made in 1ts aim towards the full reahzatlon of human rights for all persons It )
is however recogmzed that genmne challenges remam We remain ded1cated to E

progress and nnprovement which i is the very reason we have. been fully engaged

- with - the Unlversal Periodic Rev1ew Mechanlsm Frank and constructwe

dlalogues W1th our fellow States are, essentral for our growth

Such dralogues are also mvaluable at the nat10nal level We are. Very pleased to

N note that. t‘ne Nahonal I—Iuman R1ghts Commrssron and Ombudsman’s Office of _f
Seychelles, as well as; the C1V1l Engagement Platform Seychelles have made -

B subrrussmns in. thlS UPR cycle.- The Seychelles Government contmues to-

_encou,_rage a l)alanced human rlght_s, discussion .and debate__ln Seychelles, and
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intends to continue working together with civil soc1ety and the Naﬁonal Human
: Rrghts Commission in Seychelles in the follow—up to today’s dialogue

 Mr President,

I would like to conelude my remarks by extending our gratitude towards the
UPR Secretar1at and yourself, for the invaluable support provided to my
delegation in the ru;n-up towards this session. |

Twish to also express our gratitude to the States who have submitted advance
questions for our cons1derat10n answers to which will be provided during our
further interventions at this session.

I aim looking forward to addiﬁonal questions by all delegetions and to the
recommendations, of which we certainly hope to accept as many as p0351b1e We
are here to listen, learn respond and, hopefully, contribute.

I thank you and look forward to our dlscu'ssmn.
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